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New $12M charter school to open in vacant
Four Corners supermarket on U.S. 27
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Article by Laura Kinsler
A Jacksonville-based charter school developer has secured county approvals to open a K-8 charter school in a
former Winn Dixie supermarket on U.S. 27 in south Lake County.
Taylor Smith, president of Project Finance & Development Inc., said the new Pinecrest Academy in Four Corners
would serve up to 1,050 students from all four counties. The school site is about a half mile north of Cagan
Crossings and one mile north of the U.S. 192 intersection.
from the county. Lake County Schools awarded a charter beginning in Fall 2019.
The new Pinecrest Academy in Four Corners would renovate and repurpose the 49,000-square-foot supermarket,
outlined in red, while another 15,316 would be reserved for future expansion.
Severns and Smith said that the project involves the complete conversion of the closed 49,000-square-foot Winn
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Dixie store into a new state-of-the-art charter school, as well as the redevelopment of a portion of the parking lot to
provide parent drop-off and pick-up areas, recreational fields and playground areas. The school would feature the
latest educational technology for students as well as high-tech security and safety features, they said.
www.academica.org/index.php/archives/1561
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The Four Corners school represents the second Pinecrest Academy charter school in Lake County, with the other
A-rated Pinecrest K-8 School
in Minneola.
Florida Engineering Group provided civil work. The school is being designed by Miami-based Civica Architecture
Group and will be built in two phases, with the second phase involving a 15,000-square-foot expansion of the
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existing facility.
Pinecrest officials are also working with Lake County School officials to avoid duplication of services between the
charter school and a planned K-8 public school to serve the growing Four Corners area. The school district has a
35- acre site nearby and is designing a traditional campus to open as early as August 2021.
The development team has been active in charter school development in Central Florida. Smith’s PF&D Inc.
provided the financial backing for a new
Mater Academy in St. Cloud, and Severns represented BridgePrep Academy on the land acquisition and
permitting for its new Poinciana charter school.
Have a tip about Central Florida development? Contact me at lkinsler@GrowthSpotter.com or (407) 420-6261, or
tweet me at @LKinslerOGrowth. Follow GrowthSpotter on Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn.
Full article at
https://www.growthspotter.com/search/dispatcher.front?Query=four+corners+charter&target=all&spell=on
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Academica is one of the nation's longest-serving and
most successful charter school service and support
organizations. The Company was founded in 1999
on the principle that each charter school is a
unique educational... read more...

Stay informed on the latest Academica news by subscribing to
our newsletter.

Academica has an experienced team of
professionals to provide services and solutions for
every aspect of charter school establishment and
operation.The company ensures the school's
Governing Body has complete... read more...

Academica services more than 100 high-performing
charter schools throughout the United States.
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